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rHE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTIO N QH IHE MERITS IS CLQSEIL THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
mifSSLiS FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 

PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1313 .VND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MQMIHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. IfflS STATUTORY 
EERIQD CANNOT RE EXTENDED . SEE 35 U.S.C, 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE REFLECTS A CREDIT 
FORANY^ PAH) ISSUE FEE APPLIED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE PTOL-8SB (OR AN EQUIVALENT) 

MUST BE RETURNED WITHIN THIS PERIOD EVEN IF NO FEE IS DUE OR THE APPLICATION WILL BE REGARDED AS 
ABANDONED. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

L Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 


IF the SMALL IINTITY is shown as YES, verify your current 
SMALL ENTI"'Y status: 

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown 
above. 

B. If the staUis is changed, pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) 
and Uvice the a nount of the ISSUE FEE shown above and notify the 
United States Patent and Tradejnark Office of the change in status, or 


If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 

A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check the box below and enclose 
the PUBLICATION FEE and 1/2 the ISSUE FEE shown above. 

□ Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. 
See 37 CFR 1.27. 


[[ I'ART B - F'EE(S) TRANSMITTAL should be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) with 
your ISSUE FFE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Even if the fee(8) have already been paid, Part B - Fce(s) Transmittal should be 
c ompleted and returned. If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section Mb" of Part B - Fec(s) Transmittal should be 
c ompleted and Dn extra copy of the form should be submitted. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
IJox ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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Application No. 


Appflcant(8) 


Notice of Allowability 


09/758.615 


Bridget Avery 


Examiner 


CASSEL. DONALD D. 


3618 


Art Unit 



" The MAILING DATE of this communication ^pears on tha cover s/ieef with tho corrBspondence addrBss^ [ 

I All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
: herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL.85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course THIS I 
: NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative = 
1 of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. i 

I 1 . K This communication is responsive to 3/05/03 . j 

i 2. 0 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-23 . 

; 3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner, 

' 4. n Acknijwiedgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or(0. 
a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE 'MAILING DATE' of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

7. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

8. S CORRECTED DRAWINGS must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed . which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) [3 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . \ 

Jdentlfylna indicia such as th« application number (see 37 CFR 1.84<c)) should be written on the drawings In the top margin (not the backk 
of each sheet The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to the Official Draftsperson. 


9. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Exa-nrners comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 


Attachment(s) 


iD Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 


2D Notice of infonrial Patent Application {PTO-152) 
4H Interview Summary {PTO-413}. Paper No. 6 . 
6S Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
Q{3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 


30 Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review {PTO-948) 
5[D Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449), Paper No. 
7[J Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 


of Biological Material 


9^ Other 7)^^^ (i^^^^ 


IJ S, Patent and Trrrdomark Offic* 


PrO-37 (Rev. 04-01) 


Notice of AllowabRlty 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Marshall E. Rosenberg on March 5, 2003. 

The applicatiorUjas been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 , line 3/)portion" has been changed to -bore-; 

Claim J^ne 7/frpnt side" has been changed to -top surface-; 

Claim 1, line 8, before "elongate body" at second occurrence, -bore in the — has 
been inserted;^^ 

Claim^, linei^-9, "having a bore" has been changed to -being-; 

Claim 1 , line 1 1 , "side" at first occun-ence, has been changed to -bottom surface- 

Claim 1 , line 11 /opposite the front side" has been deleted; 

Claim 9, line 5, ]^nt side" has been changed to -top surface-; 

Claim 9, line 7, "portion" has been changed to-bore-; 
/ ^ 

Claim 9, line 11, before "elongate body" at sedond occun-ence, -bore in the— has 
been inserted; 

. / ^ 

Claim 9, lines 11, "having a bore" has been changed to -being-; 
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Art Unit: 3618 

Claim 9Jine 1 V;^ide" at first occurrence, has been changed to -bottom surface-; 
Claim 9, line 14/^pposite the front side' has been deleted; 
Claim 15, line 2, "a" has been changed to -the-- 

y / 

Claim 1 9, line 2/front side" has been changed to -top surface-; 
Claim tCline 2.^ck side" has been changed to -bottom surface-; 
Claim Inline 3. after "a" at second occurrence, -bore with a— has been 
inserted; 

/ / 

Claim 19. line 6, "front side" has been changed to -top surface-- 
Claim 1 9. line 10, "back side" has been changed to -bottom surface- 


2 The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant: the king pin nut (fastener 30) is positioned between the riser 
pad (1 00) and the base plate (20). In order to avoid abandonment of the application, 
applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bridget Avery whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2086. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00AM-5:30PM Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Brian Johnson can be reached on 703-308-0885. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-7687 
for regular communications and 703-305-7687 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number Is 703-308- 
1113. 


Avery 
March 5, 2003 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and TVadamapk Offica •^•"witHCE 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATEMTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington. D.C. 20231 



EXAMINER 


ARTUNn 


PAPER NUMBS1 


DATE MAILED: 


NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT 

3 appitcatfort is abandoned in view of; 

Applicant's faHure to timely file a proper response to the Office letter mailed on _ 
□ A response (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission of. 


) was received on 


. which Is after the expiration of the period for response (including a total extension of 


. but It does not constitute a proper response to the final 


time of month(s)) which expired on 

□ A proposed response was received on 
rejection. 

ll^TnV^'T^ ^ * M ' "^^'^^ """y ^ "'"^'y afnendment which plaws the application in 

coodrtion for altowance; a Notice of Appeal; or the filing of a continuing application under 37 CFR 1 .S (FWq. 

□ No response has been received. 


□ The issue fee (with a Certiffeate of Mailing or Transmission of 

□ The submitted issue fee of $ is Insufficient The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 .18 Is $. 


J was received on. 


The isivue fee has not been received. 
Appiicanfs failure to timely file new fomial drawings as required in the Notice of Aflowability. 

□ Proposed new formal drawings (with a Certificate of Mailing or Trensmlsalon of. 

receiv€id on ~ 


.) were 


□ The pmposed new fomuil drawings filed . 


.are not acceptable. 


n No proposed new fonnal drawings have been received. 
The express abandonment under 37 CFR 1 .62(g) in favor of the FWC appllcatton filed on ^ 


The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences rendered on. 


, , *...ww .w<<%«wa9V> \JI ■ 

for seekmg court review of the decision has expired and there are no allowed daims. 
The reason(s) below: ABANDONMENT 

CONTACT PERSON IR 


and because the period 


